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Winter Playground at GIAC
What are your childhood memories of winter? If you grew up in the snowbelt, you probably have many of wintry adventures. It’s hard to hold kids inside when there is snow on the ground!
When I think of winter as a kid and young adult, I am flooded with sensory memories. Cold
cheeks and nose. The smell of pine as we cut down our Christmas tree. Crunchy snow. The swish
of cross-country skis. Squealing down a hill on a sled. The luscious taste of hot chocolate with
marshmallows skimming the surface. The cut of the ice skate blade into the ice. The absolute
stillness of the woods in fresh-fallen snow. The crisp, clear sky and the wonder of the Milky Way.
The taste of maple syrup drizzled into the snow. The coldest I have ever been in my life:
a Christmas Bird Count on a wind-swept golf course. And in a more adventurous memory,
skidding on my belly behind a team of dogs because I lost my footing on the dogsled, but didn’t
dare let go and lose the team to an endless run. And here’s a tidbit for you…sled dogs do their
business on the run. How’s that for a sensory memory!
We invite you to visit the Grange Insurance Audubon Center this winter and enjoy activities inside
and out. There are Audubon Afternoons, hiking trails, Project FeederWatch from the warmth of the Center library with
coffee and hot chocolate, first Friday movie nights with yummy snacks, the warmth of a wood fire and comfy chairs to
curl up in, winter bird walks, a change of venue with WiFi access while you work or study. Come visit and spend some
relaxing time inside and outside the beautiful space of the Center! We guarantee memories!
Christie Vargo
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Winter activities to enjoy with your family
Columbus Christmas Bird Count will roll out on Sunday,
Dec. 16 with teams visiting parks and wildlife areas
searching for the common and the unusual. Our combination of feeders, ornamental fruit trees, and slightly warmer
temperatures seems to attract more birds in the city than in
outlying areas, making for an interesting day for counters.
All experience levels are welcome. You can learn more
about the CBC on page 5.
Project FeederWatch at GIAC means your family can enjoy the nature outside
from an inside vantage point. Sip coffee or hot chocolate while watching visitors to the feeders. See the Project FeederWatch article on page 11 for more
details.
Speaking of feeders, be sure you add filling your bird feeders and baths this
winter to keep our avian friends healthy until spring arrives.

Columbus Audubon bird seed sale
Support birds in your backyard this winter. The Columbus
Audubon seed sale is a perfect way to stock up on quality seeds and
seed blends and lend a helping hand to both the birds and CA!
Online ordering will begin early November and your seed order
can be picked up December 1-31 at Wild Birds Unlimited,
5400 Riverside Dr. in Columbus.
All proceeds will go to Columbus Audubon. Seed sale form is on page 6.

www.grangeinsuranceauduboncenter.org

www.columbusaudubon.org
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Columbus Audubon Monthly Programs
November Program - The Presence/Presents of Birds with Jen Brumfield
Tuesday, November 27 - GIAC multi-purpose room
7:00-7:15 p.m. – Short Program : 100th Anniversary Kickoff
7:15-7:30 p.m. – Refreshments
7:30 p.m. – Main Program by Jen Brumfield: The Presence/Presents of Birds
Our short program will be the kick-off of Columbus Audubon’s upcoming 100th anniversary in 2013.
Jen will unveil a Song Sparrow painting that has been commissioned to help celebrate this milestone.
Kaufman
Jen Brumfield will recount her experiences in birding and field studies in a fully-illustrated presentation thatKimberly
is deep
and
light-hearted, funny and poetic. From the ridiculously grumpy faces of owls, to the shameless preening habits of herons,
to the goofy tactics of birders in the field, Jen shares photos and observations from her birding life.
Jen has traveled extensively and combines her passions for extreme birding, field studies, outdoor education and detailed
scientific illustration into a truly “wild” career. Jen is a naturalist and artist for Cleveland Metroparks and lives across
from Edgewater State Park in Cleveland. She is also a bird illustrator, author of several natural history field guides, birding tour guide for Tropical Birding, and representative with Leica’s Birding Optics Prostaff team. Her illustration work
featuring birds can be found in a number of publications and in the Cleveland Museum of Natural History’s 2012 calendar. She has also written and illustrated six field guides to the flora and fauna of Cleveland Metroparks, designed and
illustrated a children’s coloring book, and designed numerous merchandising items for festivals, events, and organizations. You can read more about Jen at www.jenbrumfield.com.

From the GIAC Board Chair Greg Cunningham and Columbus Audubon President Bill Heck
Dear Members, Volunteers, and other Friends of Audubon,
We are at that time when we make our end of the year request for financial support. And as collaborative partners,
Grange Insurance Audubon Center and Columbus Audubon are trying something new: a joint request. Together, we
want to tell you about some of the people we have reached this year and to ask for your continued support.
Columbus Audubon
Kathleen is a charter member of the Ohio Young Birders Club (OYBC) sponsored by Columbus Audubon. She graduated from high school with a goal of attending Audubon’s Hog Island environmental camp last summer. We helped her to
achieve her dream with a scholarship; now this bright young lady is at college preparing for a career focusing on
conservation and the environment. We think we made a great investment in the future.
Aaron and Nick from OYBC let their friends know that it’s cool to spend an afternoon outside and engaged with nature.
With Columbus Audubon help, they erected a bird feeding station at Berwick Elementary, where 750 students will see
birds every day.
Bett is a new birder and has jumped into field trips with a vengeance. Her enthusiasm is contagious as she spreads the
word at work that nature is a great source for recreation.
Carol is just one of the hundreds of people who attend Columbus Audubon programs and field trips every year. She
hears our conservation messages and experiences natural wonders first hand every month.
Are these people – and so many more like them – informed? Yes. Entertained? Sure. But more than that, we think they
are inspired, that they are moved to value nature, and want to protect it. And that, in the end, is what we are all about.
Grange Insurance Audubon Center
The Center’s focus, too, is building conservation leaders of the future. It is a lofty goal and one that is difficult to
measure, as our impact may not be felt for years to come. We hold the conviction that giving children opportunities to
connect with nature, no matter what their backgrounds or financial situations, will result in a future generation with the
skills and knowledge to influence environmental practices in the policy arena, and at their places of work, as well as
their homes and neighborhood.
Letter continued on page 12
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Green Giving
Make Your Holiday Gifts Greener
Trends indicate that consumers are taking more care to research what they buy during the holiday season. Here are some
ideas that promote health, well being, and education for nature and all that inhabit our community and environment. Just
remember: every little bit helps!
Greener designs: Sustainable, eco-friendly, organic, or fair trade products. This could include a gift basket of nuts, fruits
and organic teas, or shade grown coffee; recycled paper stationary with embossed name; or a cotton, bamboo or hemp
robe with embroidered name. Green children’s toys are generally made from organic cotton or sustainably harvested
hardwood with non-toxic and natural paints and stains, as well as bird houses and feeders made from recycled material.
Buy one, give one: Look for companies that provide a gift to someone in need when you purchase the same item. For
example, TOMS Shoes gave the one millionth pair of new shoes to a child in need in September 2010. TOMS now gives
in over 40 countries and works with charitable partners in the field who incorporate shoes into their health, education,
hygiene, and community development programs. You can find other companies at http://shopwithmeaning.org/buy-onegive-one-companies.
Buy local: Many consumers are buying products that are locally sourced to help the environment and support the local
economy. Central Ohio has amazing independent businesses with gifts for anyone on your list.
Buy memberships or give donations: GIAC/Columbus Audubon, Columbus Zoo and Aquarium, Franklin Park
Conservatory, etc. are great gifts that give fun and support local organizations. Approximately one in four intend to make
a charitable donation in the name of a gift recipient or to purchase gifts where the proceeds will go toward a good cause.
Home-made gifts: Many consumers are using the internet for ideas to craft their own gifts, cards, and wrapping decorations. When it comes to gift wrap, go green by either putting gifts in reusable bags or packaging or using wrapping paper
made from recycled materials and wrapping decorations. Get creative!
Find more ideas: Green holiday tips from the Sierra Club: www.sierraclub.org/tips/holidays.aspx
Go green for the holidays: Reduce waste, save energy, and more from the EPA: www.epa.gov/epahome/hi-winter.htm
More holiday tips from GIAC: www.grangeinsuranceauduboncenter.org

You Better Shop Around!
Join us for the 3rd Annual Grange Insurance Audubon Center’s Holiday Shop Around on Saturday, November 10 from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Along with treating yourself, start thinking about your holiday gift list. Are you looking for that unique
gift? Do you enjoy quality, handmade crafts? Do you love the natural world, repurposed materials, or eco-friendly
techniques? Do funky, beautiful, and quirky gifts appeal to you?
Mention this “green bird”
We'll have it all—arts, crafts, gifts for gardeners, bird lovers, books, and more!
and get an additional 10%
Earl Harrison
Past
vendors include photographers, painters, jewelers, Wild Birds Unlimited,
off in the GIAC Nature
fabric artists, and sculptors. We also provide refreshments and have a featured
Store! See samples of our
workshop. And it’s FREE! Come support local artists and businesses and share
artists work below.
in this community gathering place.
GIAC/Columbus Audubon members get 10% off in the Center’s nature store
that specializes in nature field guides and nature inspired gifts, fair trade jewelry,
children’s books, and activity guides for homeschoolers. This year we have an
especially nice collection of Audubon wall calendars featuring all types of flora
and fauna, as well as Charley Harper mugs and other fun items.
If you miss Shop Around, regular hours for the Nature Store are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
on Tuesdays through Fridays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturdays, and noon to 5 p.m.
on Sundays. Contact Patty Hecht at 614-545-5485 with any questions.

The Song Sparrow
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Creature Feature
Northern Shoveler
We walked over the boardwalk at the pond at Scioto Audubon Metro Park
when I noticed the different duck among a flock of eclipse-plumage Mallards.
“Which of these ducks is not like the other?” I intoned, using my best
Sesame Street imitation. Most of the field trip participants did a double take,
and then one of them wised up, noticing the subtle plumage differences (or
not). What she really noticed was one of the Mallards had a humongous bill.
“Isn't that a Shoveler?” And so it was, and then they noticed the subtle
plumage differences.

Tom Sheley

Shovelers are high on the list of everyone's favorite ducks. Whether you're peering at a pond like Thoreau Lake,
tromping through an autumn wetland, or kayaking around Hoover Reservoir, you have a good chance of running into
Shovelers and actually being able to identify them. Not only are they relatively common, but they have a bevy of good
field marks, not the least of which is that huge schnozz. Males in particular have an almost gaudy appearance in their
normal 'alternate' plumage: a shiny dark-green head and gray-tan back and wings over a white body with dark chestnut
flanks and a gray-black tail. But even the females look elegant in their dappled tan plumage with their orange legs and
feet. That's quite unlike the streaked gray-tan plumage and greenish-yellow feet of a Mallard.
It's not just plumage; they also behave distinctly. With that
large beak, Shovelers are expert plankton sifters, using their
tongues as pistons to pump water through tiny ridges on the
sides of their beak. You'll often see them keeping their bills
just under the water surface as they swim in tight circles and
zig-zags in shallow water, gobbling down plankton. You can
see a lot of this behavior in this video clip:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJDpop4uvhA&feature=related.
If it's a quiet location and there are lots of Shovelers, you
might even hear the slurping sound!
Shovelers are becoming big news in the Midwest as an
indicator of wetland health and climate change. Shovelers
need either plankton-rich water or shallow water where they
can stir up the bottom. In summer, they favor shallow wetlands with lots of cover for their nests. In Ohio we're at the
very eastern edge of their breeding range. For the last 50 years, the only spots here with large shallow, reedy wetlands
were the Lake Erie marshes, and that was the only place they bred. In the last few decades, though, the proliferation of
managed wetlands in the center of the state has allowed some Shovelers to breed in central Ohio, at Big Island and
Delaware Wildlife Areas, and Battelle-Darby Metro Park.
Tom Sheley

While plankton-rich water is a warm-weather phenomenon, shallow-water feeding is more likely in cooler months.
Because of this, Shovelers formerly didn't hang around Ohio much in winter, except at a few spots where the water
stayed open (like the immense spring-fed pond at Castalia called the Blue Hole). In fact, along with Teal (another
shallow-water specialist), Shovelers are among the first ducks to migrate, coming through central Ohio starting in
September. I can remember Shovelers arriving in Florida in October, long before most other ducks, so strong was their
aversion to being caught by early freezes.
All that has changed as humans have altered the landscape and the climate has become milder. Around Columbus,
dams, mitigation ponds, and quarries often have open water for much of the winter, and small numbers of Shovelers
have become regular winter birds. We've come to expect them on local Christmas Bird Counts, and their numbers have
crept steadily upward over the last decade. You can almost always locate a few Shovelers around Pickerington Ponds
and at Hoover Dam almost all winter, as long as the water doesn't completely freeze. Hopefully we can find a few
lurking somewhere in the Columbus Christmas Bird Count circle again this year.
Rob Thorn
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Columbus Audubon
Conservation Corner: Wind Power
Shouldn’t Harm Birds
Make no mistake: Columbus Audubon supports development of wind power. That said, we are
concerned that there are no regulations regarding location of wind turbines near where large
numbers of birds may be impacted. There are no requirements for wildlife agencies to review
many wind energy projects. Once there is a problem, the blades are already spinning.
Western Lake Erie is a critically important stopover area for migrating birds. This area is an
Audubon Important Bird Area (IBA) with global significance. Each May and all year CA and GIAC members join
birders from around the world to enjoy birding in this unique area.
The Lake Erie shoreline has lots of wind. It’s an ideal location for turbines and depending on where the turbines are in
relation to bird movement, birds and blades may be on a collision course, and the birds will lose. If we knew more about
just where the problem may be greatest, we could locate turbines more sensibly. The Nature Conservancy has
recommended to “avoid areas where large numbers of migrating birds concentrate; e.g., Audubon IBA’s”
http://conserveonline.org/library/wind-energy-great-lakes-regional-guidelines/view.html).
The Black Swamp Bird Observatory (BSBO) in northwest Ohio has undertaken research to address exactly that: how far
from the lakeshore can we site wind turbines to avoid killing large numbers of birds. BSBO is using radar, point counts,
and banding data to address this. Columbus Audubon joins BSBO in calling for a three-year moratorium on installation
of wind turbines along the Lake Erie Coast from Huron to Toledo until this research can be completed. For more
information, visit www.bsbo.org/wind_energy.htm.
Dave Horn

Go Wildlife Tracking in your Yard
This winter after a snowfall, bundle up and take the
whole family outside while the snow is fresh and before
anyone steps in it. Look for tracks to see which creatures
are using your yard, then go back inside for a piping-hot
beverage and talk about what you found. Use the Wildlife
Tracks and Trails quiz from Ohio Department of Natural
Resources to see if you can identify what’s visited your
yard (www.dnr.state.oh.us/Portals/9/pdf/pub128.pdf).
You can explore tracks in the Stokes Guide to Animal
Tracking and Behavior, which shows footprints drawn to
scale. Take the book outside and compare the size of any
footprints in your neighborhood. Can you tell which ones
are dog or cat footprints?
Other things you and your family can do together this winter:
 Keep a journal and draw what you see.
 Find winter habitat and other information at your
library and on the internet.
 Use binoculars to see the wildlife and
try taking photos through the window.
Learn about backyard habitats at
www.backyardhabitat.info or subscribe to
Nature Scoop monthly newsletter by
emailing marc-a@columbus.rr.com.
Toni Stahl
The Song Sparrow
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Columbus Christmas Bird Count
lands on Sunday, Dec. 16
This year marks the 113th annual
Christmas Bird Count, which will be
held between December 14 and
January 5. National Audubon
describes the CBC as an “adventure
that has become a family tradition among generations.
Families and students, birders and scientists, armed with
binoculars, bird guides, and checklists go out on an
annual mission—often before dawn.”
We need you and all your sharp-eyed friends to help
make this a good count. Teams of birdwatchers will
comb parts of the city inside the count circle, looking for
common birds and unusual rarities alike. Most of the
major parks in the circle—Blendon Woods, Blacklick
Woods, Three Creeks, Whetstone, South Scioto, and
Greenlawn—will have teams of birders, and we’d love to
have you join the teams for the morning. We need as
many birders as possible, since more eyes means fewer
birds missed. So please plan to come out for the morning
or the whole day, or just keep an eye on your birdfeeders.
An added bonus: Audubon has eliminated the participation fee. For more details, see the extended article at
www.columbusaudubon.org, call 614-545-5497, or email
robthorn@earthlink.net.
www.columbusaudubon.org
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Columbus Audubon
COLUMBUS AUDUBON 2012 SEED ORDER FORM
Name: ________________________________________________ Home Phone: ________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________ ZIP: ___________________

YOU CAN NOW ORDER ONLINE: www.columbusaudubon.org/birdseed
ALL PRICES INCLUDE TAX
ITEM

UNIT/PRICE

CODE

BLACK OIL SUNFLOWER

20 lbs

$20

AA

WBU SUPREME BLEND

20 lbs

$23

AK

WBU DELUXE BLEND

20 lbs

$21

AB

WBU CHOICE BLEND

20 lbs

$24

AC

OHIO NO MESS BLEND

20 lbs

$24

AL

OHIO WINTER BLEND

20 lbs

$28

FC

AUDUBON SELECT BLEND - NEW

20 lbs

$16

FD

NYJER/”THISTLE”

10 lbs

$15

AD

NYJER/”THISTLE”

20 lbs

$28

AE

SAFFLOWER

20 lbs

$24

AF

CRACKED CORN

20 lbs

$9.50

AG

EAR CORN - NEW

6.5 lbs.

$7.50

FB

PEANUT CHUNKS

10 lbs

$18

AM

PEANUT CHUNKS

20 lbs

$33

AN

WHOLE PEANUTS (in shell)

7 lbs

$15

FA

WBU PEANUT SUET CAKES

11.75 oz. $2

AI

MAIL ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY DEC 15
Online Orders can be made through December 24

NUMBER

TOTAL

SUBTOTAL _______________
CONTRIBUTION TO CA ____________

Make checks payable to & mail to:

TOTAL ____________

COLUMBUS AUDUBON, 877 MOHAWK ST., COLUMBUS, OH 43206

Phone 740-549-0333

PICK-UP DECEMBER 1– 31
AT WILD BIRDS UNLIMITED
5400 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
614-766-2103
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Columbus Audubon
November & December Field Trips
For complete descriptions of all trips, visit our web site: www.columbusaudubon.org/events
Bird Hike at Blendon Woods
Sunday, November 4 from 8:00 a.m. to
11:00 a.m.
We will start at the nature center and then
explore Thoreau Lake and other trails.
Bring binoculars or borrow ours. For more
information, call Blendon Woods Metro
Park at 614-508-8000 or check
www.metroparks.net.
Birds and Geology of Mohican State Forest
Saturday, November 10 from 10:00 a.m.to
2:00 p.m.
Spectacular Clear Fork Gorge exposes the
Blackhand Sandstone, home to hemlocks
and Winter Wrens. We will hike the gorge
trails then visit the overlook and search for
unique honeycomb weathering and biodiversity supported by seeping sandstone.
Prepare for wet trail sections and steep
slopes. Take I-71 north to SR 95 to SR 97
and meet at the Memorial Shrine (stone
building on right) along SR 97 about six
miles east of Butler in Ashland County. For
more information contact Tom Bain at 614312-7513 or bainnature@gmail.com.
Pre-winter Trip to Green Lawn
Sunday, November 11 from 1:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m.
Over 200 species of birds have been seen at
Green Lawn Cemetery. We will search for
birds, fill the feeders, and make some
exciting discoveries....because that's what
happens at this amazing and historical
cemetery. Meet at the office parking lot
inside the iron gate. For more information,
contact Bill Heck at
FieldTripBillHeck@columbusaudubon.org
or 614-859-2473.
Pickerington Ponds and the Blacklick
Greenbelt
Saturday, November 17 at 8:30 a.m.
We’ll meet at the Wood Duck parking area
off Bowen Road at Pickerington Ponds to
visit their fields and wetland areas for
waterfowl, migrant sparrows, and raptors.
Then we’ll check out some of the deeper
ponds and forest patches along the Blacklick Creek Greenbelt to look for diving
waterfowl and other birds that we missed.
For more information, contact Rob Thorn at
614-551-0643 or robthorn@earthlink.net.
The Song Sparrow

Service in the Preserves: McCracken Fen
& Owens Fen State Nature Preserves
Saturday, November 17 at 7:45 a.m.
Join us and spend the day in two fens to
remove invasive buckthorn and other invasive woody species. No special skills
are required; bring your lunch, water,
work gloves, and appropriate foot gear.
Participants meet in the parking lot inside
the gate house at the ODNR Complex,
2045 Morse Road, to travel in the ODNR
van. Registration is required; call trip
leader Katryn Renard by Nov. 14 at 614261-7171 to register, reserve space for
transportation, and learn more.
Waterfowl and Other Delights at Deer
Creek Lake
Sunday, November 18 at 2:30 p.m.
A small group of Sandhill Cranes sometimes spends part of November near Deer
Creek Lake in Fayette County, but even
without the cranes, it can be a good spot
for migrating waterfowl. We will meet at
Deer Creek Marina, east from SR 207
south of Pancoastburg. If the marina gate
is closed, go straight ahead to the boat
launch area. Look for green or a gray
Subaru Outback. From Columbus, I-71
south, exit on SR 56 into Mt. Sterling and
take SR 207 there. For more information
contact Dave Horn at 614-262-0312 or
davehorn43@columbus.rr.com.
A Day with the Avid Birders
Saturday, December 1 at 5:30 a.m.
The Avid Birders meet to carpool from the
southeast corner of the Worthington Mall
parking lot. As usual, the destinations will
be chosen and announced a few days before the trip, depending on reports of birds
to be seen across Ohio. All birders are
welcome! Bring water, lunch, and snacks,
and dress appropriately for the weather.
For more information, contact the avidbirderleads@columbusaudubon.org.
Search for Rusties at Calamus Swamp
Saturday, December 1 at 11:00 a.m.
Rusty Blackbirds frequent the feathered
edge of Calamus Swamp, Columbus
Audubon's Pickaway County nature
preserve. This glacial kettle pool and
swamp s a great birding location whether

www.grangeinsuranceauduboncenter.org

or not rusties are present. From Columbus
take I-71 south, exit at Stringtown Road;
Calamus is located on the east side of Ohio
SR 104 about 3/4 mile south from the intersection of SR 104 and US 22, west of Circleville. We’ll meet in the gravel parking
lot. Waterproof shoes may be necessary.
For more information contact Tom Bain at
614-312-7513 or bainnature@gmail.com.
Green Lawn Cemetery Bird Walk
Sunday, December 2 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Over 200 species of birds have been recorded at Green Lawn Cemetery
(www.greenlawncolumbus.org) and almost
any time of the year around the pit and the
bridge usually brings a few surprises. We
will fill the bird feeders and look for avian
guests. Meet at the office parking lot inside
the iron gate. For more details, contact Bill
Heck at
FieldTripBillHeck@columbusaudubon.org
or 614-859-2473.
Killdeer Plains Wildlife Area in Marion
County
Saturday, December 8 at 8:30 a.m.
We will seek lingering waterfowl and wintering raptors, owls, and passerines. We will
bird until dusk but participants are welcome
to follow their own schedule. Meet in the
southeast parking lot at Worthington Mall
for carpooling. Bring a packed lunch and
beverage and dress for the weather. Some
walking may be over uneven and wet terrain. For more details contact Earl Harrison
at 202-361-2039 or Harrison.304@osu.edu.
Hoover Reservoir Ducks and Gulls
Sunday, December 9 from 8:00 a.m. to
11:30 a.m.
Meet at the Hoover Dam marina parking lot
for car pooling to search Hoover Reservoir
hotspots for lingering ducks and visiting
gulls. For more information contact Ben
Warner at 614-361-5089 or
waen2bb2@aol.com.

Field trips continued on page 14
www.columbusaudubon.org
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Columbus Audubon
A Centennial of Columbus Audubon:
Our 100th Anniversary in 2013
Ninety-nine and one-half years ago, the Columbus Audubon Society constitution was presented at its first meeting on
June 9, 1913.
"An informal gathering of bird-lovers was held at the Carnegie Library in Columbus, Ohio, on the evening of
May 26th, 1913, to discuss the formation of a club—not for scientific study, but for the purpose of uniting those
interested in bird study and in bird protection and encouraging bird-lore in general. About fifty attended this
meeting, and it was decided that an Audubon Society be organized in order that the local club might become
affiliated with the state and national Audubon societies, thus reaping the benefits of their organization and
activities." --quoted in the February 2003 Song Sparrow for the 90th anniversary
Think of how different the Columbus of 2013 is from 1913. Our conservation challenges are different but our commitment to birding, bird study, and bird protection remains the same.
To celebrate our past, the 100th anniversary committee is working to develop an exciting calendar of activities and celebratory events. The celebration kicks off in November with a special announcement at the monthly program. The new
100th anniversary logo and branded items will be premiered. Other highlights include:
March 26: James Chase Hambleton and Conservation Champion awards and guest Julie Zickefoose at the monthly program
April 23: Song Sparrow awards and guest Ken Kaufmann at special anniversary dinner program
May 28: election of new Columbus Audubon trustees
June 9: 100th Anniversary member event and volunteer celebration
November 10: Art for Audubon silent and live auction
Mark your calendars and plan to join in the celebration. We hope to see you at the party!

Be a part of the Columbus Audubon legacy
Columbus Audubon members are an amazing group of people with diverse interests and a common commitment
represented by our mission: to promote the appreciation, understanding and conservation of birds, other wildlife and
their habitats, for present and future generations.
There is an important way to get even more from your membership: volunteer.
Benefits of becoming a CA volunteer
Meet new people who share your commitment to nature and conservation
Immerse yourself in nature and explore the natural areas of Columbus and beyond
Support the mission of Audubon here in central Ohio
Develop new skills or experience to help build your career or help with re-careering
Enhance your leadership and project management skills
Ways you can make a difference
Field trips and programs: lead trips; coordinate and assist with programs and speakers
Contribute to social media: Facebook, Twitter, blogs, iCalendar items
Conservation management: Calamus Swamp, Lights Out Columbus, population surveys
Communications: write articles or grants, help with marketing and PR; e-newsletter development
Expand development and scholarship outreach
Assess program effectiveness; evaluate data or member satisfaction
Your skills, talents, and passion can help us make our 100th year anniversary the best yet. Contact Tamara James at
tamajam@sbcglobal.net if you’d like to explore ways to get involved and have fun with other CA members.
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Waterfowl at Deer Creek Lake
Sunday, Nov. 18 at 2:30 p.m.
GIAC Holiday Closing
Wednesday Nov. 21 through Friday Nov. 23
Audubon Afternoon Adventures:
Nature Journaling
Saturday, Nov. 24 AND Sunday, Nov. 25 from
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Service in the preserves - McCracken Fen
Saturday, Nov. 17 from 7:45 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Audubon Afternoon Adventures:
Creatures of the Night
Saturday, Nov. 17 AND Sunday, Nov. 18 from
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Pre-winter trip to Greenlawn
Sunday, Nov. 11 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Pickerington Pond and Blacklick
Saturday, Nov. 17 at 8:30 a.m.

Holiday Shop Around
Saturday, Nov. 10 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Audubon Afternoon Adventures:
Habitats: Forest, Field and Wetland
Saturday, Nov.10 AND Sunday, Nov.11 from
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Birds and Geology of Mohican State Forest
Saturday, Nov. 10 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Bird Hike at Blendon Woods Metro Park
Sunday, Nov. 4 from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Audubon Afternoon Adventures:
Brownfield to Park
Saturday, Nov. 3 AND Sunday, Nov. 4 from 1:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Columbus Audubon events are in green text

GIAC events are in black text.
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CA monthly program - The Presence/Present
of Birds with Jen Brumfield
Tuesday, Nov. 27 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
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A Day with the Avid Birders
Saturday, Dec. 1 at 5:30 a.m.
Search for Rusties at Calamus Swamp
Saturday, Dec. 1 at 11:00 a.m.
Audubon Afternoon Adventures:
Tracking
Saturday, Dec, 1 AND Sunday, Dec. 2 from
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Green Lawn Cemetery Bird Walk
Sunday, Dec. 2 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Audubon Afternoon Adventures:
Winter Adaptations
Saturday, Dec. 8 AND Sunday, Dec. 9 from
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Killdeer Plains Wildlife Area
Saturday, Dec. 8 at 8:30 a.m.
Hoover Reservoir Ducks and Gulls
Sunday, Dec. 9 from 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Birding the Urban Scioto
Sunday, Dec. 9 from 9:00 a.m. to noon
Audubon Afternoon Adventures:
Birdfeeders and Houses
Saturday, Dec. 15 AND Sunday, Dec. 16 from
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Seed Sale mail order deadline
Saturday, Dec. 15
Columbus Christmas Bird Count
Sunday, Dec. 16 various locations
Alum Creek State Park on the Winter Solstice
Saturday, Dec. 22 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Audubon Afternoon Adventures:
Birds and Art
Saturday, Dec. 22 AND Sunday, Dec. 23 from
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

GIAC events are in black text.
Columbus Audubon events are in green text
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GIAC Holiday Closing
Monday Dec. 24 through Tuesday Jan. 1
New Year’s Day Hike
Tuesday, Jan. 1 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
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GIAC Family Movie Night
Friday, Jan. 4 at 7:00 p.m. Featuring the movie
“Mr. Popper’s Penguins”
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Grange Insurance Audubon Center
Conservation Corner: Project
FeederWatch and Winter Bird Populations
Fall has wrapped up, as has our fall banding season. We banded from mid-August to the end of October
and had a lot of fun. One notable banded bird was a young female American Kestrel, who was hunting
at the Scioto Audubon Metro Park for a few weeks in September. If you would like to see bird banding
up close or volunteer to assist, check back in mid-April when we start up again.
Now winter is here, and there is a lot going on at GIAC. We will be monitoring our feeder stations from November
through April as a part of Project FeederWatch, a program through Cornell’s Lab of Ornithology. Become a citizen
scientist and spend a cozy morning watching feeders at GIAC and recording data on what birds we attract. All ages and
skill levels are welcome. It’s a great family activity, and we’ll even have coffee and hot chocolate. Project FeederWatch
surveys winter birds that visit all feeders, so if you have a feeder in your backyard, you can participate at home as well.
This winter-long survey helps scientists track movements and long-term trends in winter bird distribution and abundance. We also will be conducting bi-weekly surveys of birds to assess which species occur in our park during winter, so
if you are interested in watching our feeders or a nice morning walk with the added bonus of some birdwatching, please
contact Anne Balogh at abalogh@audubon.org.
Anne Balogh

GIAC Premieres Family
Movie Nights
Starting in January, GIAC launches
Family Movie Nights on the first
Friday of the month. Grab a large
blanket and maybe some pillows,
pack up the family, and head to the
Grange Insurance Audubon Center.
We’ll start the year inside the Center
and maybe move outside during the
summer months.
Have a favorite movie about our
fine-feathered friends, your favorite
animal, or conservation you think
would be good for a future movie
night? Contact Allison Roush at
aroush@audubon.org to let her know.
We hope to see you at one of our fun
new family movie nights!
Join us on Friday,
January 4 at 7:00 p.m.
for the humorous
film, Mr. Popper’s
Penguins (rated PG). In this movie,
the life of a businessman (Jim Carrey) begins to change after he inherits
six penguins, and as he transforms his
apartment into a winter wonderland,
his professional side starts to unravel.
The Song Sparrow

Christmas in July? A Warm Gift for the Holidays!
Are you looking for a special or different type of gift this year? GIAC has just
the thing to make the cold holidays warm: purchase your 2013 Red White &
Boom viewing party package.
Our 2012 viewing party was extremely successful. Instead of being outside in
the 90 degree heat, GIAC party attendees enjoyed the air-conditioned building, indoor plumbing, a great buffet, and a wonderful time inside! So many
guests asked about doing it again that we’re pre-selling tables early.
Buy a RW+B table now and you can give the spots as holiday gifts or plan
your guest list during the next 6 months. If you purchase a gift reservation by
December 17, we’ll give you a gift receipt you can print and give. Add a pack
of sparklers and a red or blue bow, and you have a great gift!
2013 Red White and Boom Viewing Party
Date: Wednesday, July 3, 2013
Time: 5:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.
Arrival by 6:30 p.m. required due to Park road closure
Fireworks begin at approximately 10 p.m.
Cost: $400 per table (only 16 tables available) Includes 10 tickets and an
“All-American Buffet” (with burgers, brats & BBQ), 2 parking
passes Tax deduction of $250 (goods and services valued at $150)
Guests can BYOB&D (bring your own beverages and desserts, including
alcohol). Guests must label and give alcohol to the bartender, who will pour
and serve. Guests are also invited to bring games, lawn chairs, and blankets to
make the most of the party.
To purchase your 2013 Red White & Boom table, visit GIAC’s website for a
ticket link. Don’t let this gift idea get away; there are only 16 tables available.
Individual tickets will go on sale after 5/15/13 if spaces are available. Contact
Jeff Redfield at jredfield@audubon.org or 614-575-5479 for more details.

www.grangeinsuranceauduboncenter.org
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Grange Insurance Audubon center
Bluegrass Beer and Birds was a hit again this year!
Friday, September 14 was the first cool fall night of the year and it
was perfect for an outdoor concert. Local favorite singer and songwriter Donna Mogavero started out the evening with her beautiful
voice filling the air as attendees settled on the Center lawn for a
night of live music at Bluegrass Beer and Birds.
The Columbus Zoo and Aquarium brought out several of our
feathered friends for guests to get up close and even touch some of
the birds. What a wonderful hands-on experiences for our visitors
to make a very real connection with nature!
Pizza was the “hot” thing. Thanks to Donatos for being such a
great sponsor for the event and providing pizza throughout the
night. The beers were refreshing; thanks to Superior Beverage for
all the great signs and beer truck that they provided.
The highlight of the evening was Grassinine, a band made up of
good friends who got their start jamming in their garage. Soon
they got requests to play around town and now perform at festivals all over the city—from ComFest to WaterFire. They play an
eclectic combination of songs from different genres. Thanks to all
the members of Grassinine and their supporters for joining us at
the second annual B3!
Letter Continued from page 2
Several shining examples of students and campers give us hope for the future. Liev, a camper in Audubon Adventure
Camp this summer, was tasked with identifying and depicting (as a wax museum sculpture) a well-known conservationist of his choosing. Press the button on the wax sculpture’s hand and the character would come to life and tell his conservation story. Liev researched and found Alan Rabinowitz, a renowned scientist and conservationist who overcame the
same speech impediment with which Liev struggles. Mom and staff were both surprised and pleased that, on his own,
Liev found a role model in what might be his future career.
Jeremiah burst with enthusiasm as he compared his small back yard to the open expanse of the Grange Insurance Audubon Center and surrounding Scioto Audubon Metro Park. Jeremiah convinced his parents that two weeks were better
than one at Audubon Adventure Camp. He came into his own, gregariously making new friends and bravely trying new
things, and he demonstrated tremendous pride as he shared his experiences and newfound skills and knowledge with his
parents and neighborhood friends.
And Elijah, a volunteer and former camper, whose own words say it best, “Grange Insurance Audubon Center gives kids
like me the skills and knowledge to look at the world around us and appreciate all of its creatures…I will probably devote my life to the study of birds.”
It is only with your help that opportunities like these are possible. An envelope has been included in this issue for your
convenience to continue your support to the Columbus Audubon chapter and/or the Center. Your gift, whether it’s
$1,000 or $25, makes an impact. Please consider contributing to the work of Grange Insurance Audubon Center and Columbus Audubon as you contemplate your end of the year donations. The health our environment and that of future generations may well depend upon it.
Thank you for all you do for Audubon!
Greg Cunningham, Chair
Grange Insurance Audubon Center Stewardship Board
12
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Grange Insurance Audubon Center
TogetherGreen Volunteer Days Grant
GIAC is excited to be a recipient of a TogetherGreen Volunteers Day grant through the National Audubon Society and
Toyota, giving us the opportunity to reach out to large groups of volunteers to help us accomplish all three of our conservation goals: removal of invasive species to ten percent of the vegetation, increase the water quality on the Scioto River,
and to restore the riparian corridor.
We could not accomplish these goals without the dedicated efforts of volunteers, both our own and those through community-wide efforts such as the Volunteer Challenge sponsored by the United Way in celebration of 200Columbus for
our city’s bicentennial. We had two outstanding groups come and give service at GIAC:
88 Volunteers from The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Canal Winchester
On Aug. 25, we celebrated Community Care Day with a river clean-up. These 88 volunteers graciously donated
efforts to scouring the Scioto Audubon Metro Park for trash. They removed an astonishing 35 extra-large trash
bags worth of trash and even a traffic barrel, which totaled three heaping truckloads. The low water due to
drought allowed them to get far out into the peninsula to clean up the trash that quickly accumulates there.
54 Volunteers from Alliance Data
On Sept. 11, these 54 volunteer did various projects: they blitzed our
native plant gardens, removed weeds and mulched, landscaped around
newly installed outdoor commemorative benches, and cleaned our very
dirty garage. After all that, they even removed a truckload of invasive
cattails from the wetlands and removed a quarter acre of honeysuckle
from our riparian forest.
If you or your group is looking for ways to give back and get involved in a
community project, consider coming out to the Center and enjoy an afternoon of
fellowship and service. Contact Amy Boyd at aboyd@audubon.org if you are interested in volunteering for the Center.

Audubon Afternoons
Join us every Saturday and Sunday from 1-3 p.m. for Audubon Afternoons,
led by naturalists who will help you explore the Scioto Audubon Metro Park.
Come to learn about birds, conservation, and just enjoy nature!
Nov 3/4

Brownfield to Park: History and tour of the Grange
Insurance Audubon Center complete with scavenger
hunt

Nov 10/11

Habitats: Forest, field and wetland

Nov 17/18

Creatures of the night: Learn about Ohio’s nocturnal
inhabitants

Nov 24/25

Nature Journaling: Create a nature journal of your
own using found materials

Dec 1/2

Tracking: Learn how to recognize an animal from
what it leaves behind

Dec 8/9

Winter Adaptations: Take a walk and learn about
how other species survive winter

Dec 15/16

Birdfeeders and Houses: Learn which work for what
species and make your own. Makes a great gift

Dec 22/23

Birds and Art: Prepare to be creative

The Song Sparrow

www.grangeinsuranceauduboncenter.org

GIAC holiday
closings
Thanksgiving: closed Wednesday,
Nov. 21 at 3 p.m. through Friday, Nov.
23. GIAC will reopen on Saturday,
Nov. 24 at 10 a.m.
Christmas and New Year’s: closed
Monday, Dec. 24 through Tuesday,
Jan. 1. GIAC will reopen Wednesday,
Jan. 2 at 10 a.m.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: closed
Monday, Jan. 21. GIAC will reopen at
10 a.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 22.
Open for Rentals: While the Center
will be closed to the public, GIAC may
still be rented for special events on
certain non-holiday dates. Please
contact our event sales consultants at
614-985-2215, 614-545-5475 x322, or
rentals@giac-audubon.com.
www.columbusaudubon.org
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The Tax Man Cometh - Options to Avoid Him
As 2012 ends, so do the year’s tax deductible opportunities. Here are a few ways to give more to conservation and less to
the government:
Make a monetary donation to GIAC. Gifts are 100% eligible for tax deduction. Mail donations to
Grange Insurance Audubon Center, 505 W. Whittier St., Columbus, OH 43215
Donate on line. Go to www.grangeinsuranceauduboncenter.org and look for the “Donate” button on the left side of
the page. Any amount helps!
Join the Audubon Cardinal Club (www.audubon.org), which allows you to designate a monthly gift to an Audubon
Center, Sanctuary, or program you choose. A large sum broken down monthly may be more manageable and still
makes a huge difference.
Buy a Red White and Boom table and $250 of the $400 cost is deductible (see article on page 11).
Donate stocks and bonds. There are many benefits for both you and the recipient.
Purchase a membership for a friend or family member by December 17; add a “gift” note to the membership form
(back page of the newsletter), online at GIAC’s website (noted above), or Columbus Audubon
(www.columbusaudubon.org) and we’ll print and send a special certificate.
Tax codes change from year to year, so take advantage of IRS deductions and options that relate to you. For example,
individuals age 70.5 or older can use an IRA roll-over to donate and save significant taxes while supporting GIAC.
Planned Giving and Estate Planning: A recent three year study showed that over 55 percent of people die without a
will. Your commitment to nature and conservation for future generations can continue by designating GIAC (or
a specific program) in your estate planning or will. There are other options to consider such as a charitable annuity.
National Audubon has staff who can answer questions and provide details about estate and planned giving options.
In all cases, consult with your tax preparation professional, but plan early. Donations postmarked by December 31 qualify. More intricate gifts may require more planning time; don’t let busy holidays and the diminishing calendar be barriers
to your charitable giving and tax planning.
Columbus Audubon field trips continued from page 7
Birding the Urban Scioto
Sunday, December 9 at 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
The Scioto River can be a surprising winter
birding destination. We'll start at the Scioto
Park, looking for unusual waterbirds and
lingering landbirds. Then we'll work our
way up the river, looking at the series of
dams, pools, quarries, and parks past downtown, through Grandview, Marble Cliff, and
out to Griggs Dam. The variety of habitats
along this stretch of urban river attracts a
surprising mix of birds. Meet at the Scioto
Audubon Metro Park’s Whittier Avenue
boat launch. For more information contact
Rob Thorn at or robthorn@earthlink.net or
614-551-0643.

14

Alum Creek State Park on the Winter
Solstice, the Shortest Day for Birding
Saturday, December 22 from 9:00 a.m. to
11:30 a.m.
Escape holiday madness for a stroll on
bridle trails along Alum Creek. Expect
wet trails and a few steep slopes. Meet in
the northernmost parking lot for Alum
Creek State Park just east of Killbourne
off SR 521/65 on the south side just past
bridge. For more information contact Tom
Bain at 614-312-7513 or bainnature@gmail.com.
Start the Year with a New Year's Day Hike
Tuesday, January 1 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
New Year's Day finds many of us wanting
to begin the year outdoors. That is what
this trip is about. This New Year’s Day
we will travel to the newest of the
Columbus Metro Parks, Walnut Woods,

www.grangeinsuranceauduboncenter.org

To discover the features of this 1000-acre
park just southeast of Columbus. We’ll
rendezvous at Tall Pines parking area; go to
www.metroparks.net for directions. For
more information contact Mike Flynn at
614-769-1681.

Save the date!
GIAC will be hosting a Bridal
Showcase on Sunday, March 10
from noon - 5 p.m.
Look for more
details in the
next issue.
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Columbus Audubon Founded 1913
www.columbusaudubon.org
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President: Bill Heck, 614-895-1940
Vice President: Suzan Jervey
Treasurer: Maura Rawn
Recording Secretary: Tamara James , tamajam@sbcglobal.net
Past President: Julie Davis
Trustees (through June 30, 2013): George Arnold, Jackie Bain,
Amanda Conover, Gerry Brevoort, Tim Daniel, Warren Grody,
Bill Heck, Dave Horn, Suzan Jervey, and Darlene Sillick
Additional chapter leaders
Birdathon: Linda Benner, 614-237-7644, winterwren@att.net
Conservation: Dave Horn, 614-262-0312
Eco Weekend: Dale Brubeck, dbrubeck@columbus.rr.com
Lois Day, 614-793-8843
Education: Jackie Bain, jjbain@insight.rr.com
Field Trips: information@columbusaudubon.org
Membership: Joe Meara, 614-430-9127
Newsletter Editor: Tamara James
Newsletter Layout: Julie Davis
Ohio Young Birders: Gerry Brevoort, jbrevoor@columbus.rr.com
Programs: Darlene Sillick, azuretrails@columbus.rr.com
Service in the Preserves: Katryn Renard, 614-261-7171
Web site: Bill Heck, webmaster@columbusaudubon.org
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Welcome New & Renewed Members
through August 2012
Elizabeth Arber
Barbara Brigham
Blaine Brockman
Paula Brooks
Kathy R Butcher
John L Clark
Justin Cramer
Tom Demko
Barbara Draheim
Constance B Freundlich
Charles Gilligan
Nancy Hartman
Steve Hettlinger
Lisa Kaiser
Kitty Kerrigan King
Ilana Klamka
Marilyn A Logue
Andrea Lowman

Michael Maier
Barbara Martin
Kazuko Miyake
Robin Mullet
Kristi Rowland
Holly Ruggerio
Harry & Ellen Sabiers
Beverly Sabins
William & Katie Shelley
Jaime Studebaker
Ashley Thacker
Nancy Verber
Jennifer Verbofsky
Margaret Wildi
Lisa Williams
Jessica Yantzer
Carol Zaugg
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Grange Insurance Audubon Center
www.grangeinsuranceauduboncenter.org
614-545-5475
Staff
Center Director: Christie Vargo
Director of Development & Marketing: Jeff Redfield
Finance & Office Manager: Kristen Clark
Director of Education & Conservation: Amy Boyd
Facility & Nature Store Manager: Patty Hecht
Conservation Manager: Anne Balogh
Educators: Allison Roush, Paul Tankovich
Educators (part-time): Kevin Gish, Stacy Goebbel, Karen Karpik,
Marci Lininger, Samantha Pepper
Facility Assistants (part-time): Ian Dowden and Monica Johnson
Winter hours (Oct 1-Mar 31): Tuesday – Friday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.;
Saturday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.; Sunday noon – 5 p.m.
See Holiday closings on page 13
Directions to the GIAC: From High Street (going south) turn
right on Whittier (which runs along south end of German
Village and Brewery District). From Front Street (going north)
turn left onto Whittier. Follow Whittier, making no turns,
across the bridge spanning the tracks, past the other side
streets until you drive into the parking lot in front of the center.
GIAC Stewardship Board
Greg Cunningham (Chair)
Julie Davis (Vice Chair)
Frances Beasley
Jeff Chaddock
Carol Drake
Bill Heck*
Alan McKnight*

John O’Meara*
Lori Overmyer
Steven Puckett
Jan Rodenfels
Milt Schott
Leslie Strader
Christie Vargo, Ex Officio
* Appointed

Thank you recent GIAC donors through August 2012
Meg & John Adams*
Daniel & Cynthia Anderson
AW Anderson Foundation
Viginia Balk*
Roger B Benjamin
Karlton & Betsy Berquist*
William & Kathleen Bruns
Ronald & Beverlle Clawson*
Cardinal Health
The Columbus Foundation
Margaret McKay Costello*
James Craft
Alexander Darragh
Earthshare Ohio
Kathryn M Edwards
Cornelia Bridges Ferguson*
Donna Glanzman
Gayle J Hall
Scott & Sandy Haynes Fund
John F Hickey
Stephen & Jean Hooks*
Tess Hooks*
Robert Jeffrey
Bob Keiden

Kenneth Scott Charitable Fund
Susan Knapp
Jane Laforge*
Max Arthur Luehrs
Marilyn Merz*
Jeffrey Miller
Javad Moslemian*
Katherine Murphy*
Ohio Ornithological Society
On My Mountain
Nicole J Papa
Caroline Rayner
Jeff Redfield
Marshall Reese
Michael & Robin Sauner
William R Schnug
Samuel Speck
Ruth Stenberg
Leslie Strader
Taft, Stettinius & Hollister, LLP*
Time Warner Cable
Miriam Utter
Jane B Young
*Donation in Memory of Johann Cozart
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Return in 5 days to
Columbus Audubon/GIAC
505 W. Whittier St
Columbus, OH 43215
DBA-National Audubon Society

Columbus Audubon/Grange Insurance Audubon Center joint membership
Apply now for joint membership in Columbus Audubon (CA) and the Grange Insurance Audubon Center (GIAC).
We offer these membership levels:
____Basic Individual $30.

____Great Blue Heron $250.

____Basic Family $45.
____Bald Eagle $500.

____Organization $75.
____Chickadee $100.

-------- Great Egret $1000.

Joint membership benefits are (all levels):







Membership in the National Audubon Society








Building rental opportunities at GIAC
Subscription to Audubon magazine
Bimonthly Song Sparrow newsletter, a joint publication of
Columbus Audubon and the Grange Insurance Audubon
(electronic delivery only for basic membership)
10% discount at the GIAC nature store
Discount on GIAC program fees

Free CA field trips and programs throughout the year
An invitation to attend the CA annual meeting
Volunteer opportunities
Discounts at partnering affiliates
Invitations to special events at GIAC
Voice in CA/GIAC conservation initiatives

____ To help the environment check here to

Name ____________________________________________________________ receive the Song Sparrow electronically
Address _________________________________________________________________________________________
City ______________________________________________

State ____________

Zip Code _________________

Email __________________________________________________________Phone ___________________________
Method of payment
Check

Master Card

Visa

Discover

(made payable to the Grange Insurance Audubon Center)

Card Number_______________________

Signature _________________________

Name (as it appears on card): ___________________________Card expiration: ________

Please return form to:
Kristen Clark
Grange Insurance Audubon Center
505 W. Whittier St.
Columbus, OH 43215

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Payment Information
My enclosed check (made payable to Grange Insurance Audubon Center or Columbus Audubon) will be distributed as noted above.
Please charge my credit card:
Complete the information for credit card billing:
Check here if same as your contact information
Name on the card_______________________________________ Type (circle): Visa MC AmEx Disc
Billing Address__________________________________________ Expiration Date _____/_____
Billing City/State/Zip_____________________________________ Signature: _______________________________
We have an interest in protecting our environment and maximizing your investment.
Check here if you would like to receive your monthly “Song Sparrow” newsletter electronically
We encourage additional donations and membership renewals via our websites at:
www.columbusaudubon.org
and
www.grangeinsuranceauduboncenter.org.
Learn more about on-going and reoccurring monthly donations to GIAC as part of Audubon’s “Cardinal Club” at:
www.audubon.org (look for Join the Cardinal Club information, designate GIAC)

Please update your contact information
NAME(S)______________________________

Please consider giving to the
Columbus Audubon & Grange Insurance Audubon Center

EMAIL_________________________________
ADDRESS______________________________

I/we would like to make a gift of:
CITY/STATE/ZIP_________________________ ___$30 ___$50 ___$75 ___$100 ___$250 ___$500 ___$1000 _____Other
PHONE________________________________ ___ I designate my gift to:
Equally to both organizations
OTHER:

Additional Information:

Columbus Audubon
Grange Insurance Audubon Center

Please call. I/we would like to make a gift but have questions
I/we would like to discuss making a planned or estate gift, please call

