
 November-December  2013 

Song Sparrow   

IN THIS ISSUE 

The Song Sparrow              www.grangeinsuranceauduboncenter.org                www.columbusaudubon.org               1 

#! 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȟ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ                    
,ÅÔÔÅÒÓ                                           Τ 

!ÒÔ ÆÏÒ !ÕÄÕÂÏÎ       Υȟ ΣΦ 

#ÒÅÁÔÕÒÅ &ÅÁÔÕÒÅ             Φ 

"ÉÒÄÓÅÅÄ 3ÁÌÅ              Ψ 

#! &ÉÅÌÄ 4ÒÉÐÓ                              Ω 

#! .Å×Ó                                  Ϊ - Ϋ     

-ÏÎÔÈÌÙ #ÁÌÅÎÄÁÒÓ            ΣΡ 

')!# .Å×Ó                            ΣΣ - ΣΦ 

$ÏÎÏÒÓ Ǫ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ                  ΣΧ 

 

! 0ÅÒÆÅÃÔ 0ÌÁÃÅ  

Scioto Audubon Metro Park is the perfect place to experience nature and enjoy outdoor adventure without having to    

venture afar or spend any cash. 

Birders know this 121-acre park quite well as it is home to the Grange Insurance Audubon Center and recognized as an 

Important Birding Area. The park opened in 2007 and is a partnership between Metro Parks, the City of Columbus, and 

National Audubon. The three entities worked to transform this once blighted industrial wasteland into a green oasis 

where wildlife could again thrive and where central Ohioans can reconnect with nature and their community. 

Connected to the Scioto/Olentangy Greenway Trail, the park is easily accessible by foot or bicycle. Metro Parks has  

restored about five acres of wetlands, and visitors walking along park pathways will see an abundance of wildlife. Birds 

and other waterfowl can be seen from several observation decks throughout the 

park. Thereôs even a water tower that you can climb  40 feet to an observation 

platform and get a great view of downtown Columbus and the surrounding  

peninsula. 

Scioto Audubon is home to the largest free outdoor climbing wall in the             

country: a 35-foot-high rock replica that features two overhanging arches and 

covers 7,500 square feet (www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2013/05/19/

outdoor-climbing-wall-a-big-deal.html). Two 12-foot rock structures near the 

wall are ideal for kids to climb on. Boating, canoeing, and kayaking along the parkôs western border on the Scioto River 

are also great ways to connect with nature. Anglers can catch bass, catfish, or muskies along the riverbank or from their 

boat. There is a boat launch area in the south end of the park.  

Thereôs plenty of room to enjoy a picnic in the park or just bring your lunch, sit on the deck overlooking the river and 

watch the ducks paddling by or a lone blue heron stalking its prey. Grills and two shelters are available on a first-come, 

first-served basis. 

The park also features three sand volleyball 

courts, a one-acre playfield for baseball, kick-

ball, soccer, or any other grass related sport. A 

slide, climbing nets, and spinning equipment 

are available for kids age 5 to 12, and a                 

separate side and musical chime machine for 

kids age 3 to 5. 

A two-acre dog park features separate areas 

for small dogs and large dogs, each with its 

own agility course. The dog park is located just past the climbing wall in the 

central activities area. Leashed pets are allowed on the greenway trails, along 

the connector trails, and along the roadways.  

Later this year, visitors to Scioto Audubon can enjoy an obstacle course              

featuring nine challenging stations thanks to the generosity of the Columbus 

Rotary Club. This course will be a great way for older kids and adults to have 

fun while getting fit. 

Park hours are October to February 6:30 am to 8:00 pm and March to                             

September 6:30 am to 10:00 pm. To see a map of Scioto Audubon Metro Park 

visit www.metroparks.net/MapSciotoAudubon.aspx and for more information 

visit www.metroparks.net/ParksSciotoAudubon.aspx. 

                                          Peg Hanley, public information officer, Metro Parks 
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Columbus Audubon Monthly Programs 

Kimberly Kaufman 

.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ɀ 'ÌÁÃÉÅÒÓȟ 0ÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÎÄ 'ÌÏÂÁÌ                       

#ÌÉÍÁÔÅ #ÈÁÎÇÅ 
Tuesday, November 19 in the GIAC multipurpose room 

7:00-7:15 pm: Short Program by Christie Vargo and Suzan Jervey, ñTaking Flight Togetherò  

7:15-7:30 pm: Refreshments  

7:30 pm: Main Program by Lonnie Thompson, PhD, Distinguished University Professor, School of Earth Sciences;               

Senior Research Scientist, Byrd Polar Research Center 

Glaciers are one of Natureôs best thermometers, and perhaps its most sensitive and unambiguous indicator of climate 

change.  In this presentation, Dr. Thompson will discuss the ñinconvenient truthò of global climate change, how past  

climate changes have impacted Peruvian cultures, and evidence of the recent accelerating rate of glacier loss worldwide. 

He will also discuss some of our belief systems identified by behavior analysts to examine how humans respond to             

climate change issues and share his views on our options and the greatest challenges of the 21st Century. 

Lonnie G. Thompson is one of the worldôs foremost authorities on paleoclimatology and glaciology.  He has led 60            

expeditions during the last 40 years conducting ice-core drilling programs in the Polar Regions as well as on tropical and 

subtropical ice fields in 16 countries including China, Peru, Russia, Tanzania and Papua, Indonesia (New Guinea).  

Dr. Thompson is a member of the National Academy of Sciences and was awarded the National Medal of Science in 

2007, the highest honor the US awards to American scientists.  In January 2013 he was awarded the International                  

Science and Technology Cooperation Award of the Peopleôs Republic of China by the President of China in the Great 

Hall of the People, the highest honor given to a foreign scientist.   

 

&ÒÏÍ #ÅÎÔÅÒ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȟ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÅ 6ÁÒÇÏ  

The November/December newsletter is usually when I comment 

on our accomplishments and need for your end-of-the-year  

contributions.  Instead, I am dedicating this space to a group of 

energetic and enthusiastic students from Buckeye Middle 

School.  They commemorated their honeysuckle removal  experience in a rap 

and performed it at our Fall in Love with Nature luncheon on October 3.  

Thank you, Buckeye Middle School!  You were one of the luncheon               

highlights.  I give you excerpts the Honeysuckle Poppinô Rap: 

 

Honeysuckle poppinô 

Ainôt no stoppinô 

Weôre hoppinô 

Weôre loppinô 

Bad for the birds 

Hear my words 

The berries are red 

And need to be dead 

We eat chips 

 

OK, maybe I wonôt relinquish this space altogether. I still ask that you              

consider the Grange Insurance Audubon Center in your end-of-year giving  

decisions.  Your gift will support intense, repeat visit experiences for students 

like these from Buckeye Middle. 

 

Thank you and have a great holiday season! 

And wipe our lips 

When birds eat these berries 

Yôall should be wary 

Cuz itôs not dietary 

For the aviaryé 

éWeôre here to save the planet 

From these bandits 

If we band together 

With Audubon forever 

Christie Vargo 

&ÒÏÍ #ÏÌÕÍÂÕÓ 
!ÕÄÕÂÏÎ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȟ 
"ÉÌÌ (ÅÃË 

Have you ever wondered 

how scientists know how 

many birds there are? Or 

whether bird populations 

are up, down, or holding 

steady? Or where our birds go in                  

winter? Part of the answer comes from 

citizen science: the efforts of ordinary 

people like you and me who participate 

in large-scale data collection.  

Individually, we might think there are 

fewer cardinals or more wrens this year, 

but these lone observations are useless 

for scientific purposes. But when we 

combine our observations in a systemat-

ic way through the Christmas Bird 

Count, Project FeederWatch, or the 

Great Backyard Bird Count, it's magic: 

our anecdotes become data that                           

scientists can use to learn more about 

our feathered friends. 

Continued on page 13 
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      Art for Audubon / Holiday Shop Around 

 

&ÏÕÒÔÈ !ÎÎÕÁÌ (ÏÌÉÄÁÙ 3ÈÏÐ !ÒÏÕÎÄ  
3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ Χά ÆÒÏÍ ίȡΦΦ ÁÍ ÔÏ ΫȡΦΦ ÐÍ 

Itôs that time again! The days are shorter and colder, ushering in the            

season of cozy sweaters, cheerful fires blazing in the fireplace, warm               

comforting drinks, and brisk outdoor walks. It is a time to prepare for the 

coming holiday season when we gather with loved ones to celebrate. It is 

also a time to start thinking about that holiday gift list! To find a gift that 

is meaningful and special, please join us for an enjoyable day at the 4th                     

Annual Grange Insurance Audubon Centerôs Holiday Shop Around on 

Saturday, November 16 from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.   

 

Are you looking for that unique gift? Do you enjoy quality, handmade arts and crafts?  We will showcase a number of 

vendors, including arts, crafts, gifts for gardeners, bird lovers, books, and more. Past vendors included photographers, 

painters, jewelers, Wild Birds Unlimited, fabric artists, and sculptors. We will have a warm crackling fire in the fire-

place, warm drinks, fun educational activities for the kids, and maybe even a food truckéand admission is FREE!  

 

Please come support these local businesses and share in this community gathering place. As always, GIAC and              

Columbus Audubon members get a 10% discount in the Centerôs own Nature Store that specializes in nature field 

guides and nature inspired gifts, fair trade jewelry, childrenôs books, and activity guides for homeschoolers. Treat 

yourself, treat your loved ones, and support the work we do at the Grange Insurance Audubon Center at the same 
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Jan Rodenfels,                                                        
Certified Health Counselor, AADP 


